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evening while Parliament is sitting and repeated the following
morning. This feature was begun by the B.B.C. in 1945, and
the following year the B.B.C. was placed under an obligation
by the terms of its Licence to continue this program.
The other regular program relating to Parliament is
"The Week in Westminster" which was started in 1929.
"Members of Parliament are invited to give a personal narra-
tive of what they have seen and heard during the week in
Parliament. The broadcast is a personal account enlivened by
description and comment, but it is not intended as a vehicle
for the expression of Party opinion. The contributors are
asked to represent the events of the week fairly and to distrib-
ute criticism and praise impartially." 12
What are known as "Party Political Broadcasts" are
given at intervals throughout the year. These are shared
between the parties in accordance with their polls at the last
General Election. The parties select their own speakers and
the dates of their broadcasts.
During the period immediately preceding a General
Election, special sound and television broadcasts are given by
the major parties with candidates in the field. Three clear
days are left between the last talk and Polling Day, a device
which is intended to prevent any last-minute attempt to
stampede the electorate. These election broadcasts are becom-
ing increasingly important and probably have as great an
influence on votes as more traditional forms of propaganda.
THE PALACE OF WESTMINSTER
In addition to Hansard itself and the press and broadcast
reports of Parliament, another means of learning more about
the proceedings in Parliament is open to the public, namely, to
be present in person during a debate.
There are seats for members of the public in both the